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Prerequisite:  Ceramics 5-6, B or better, or instructors approval 
 
Course Description: This course will allow students to use skills and concepts learned in 

previous classes to explore their personal creativity.  Continued emphasis 
on self-evaluation and connections to other areas of study will guide the 
student in his lifelong pursuit of the arts. 

 
I. Standards 
 
 A. Artistic Perception - Students perceive and respond to works of art, objects I 

nature, events, and the environment.  They use the vocabulary of the visual arts 
to express their observations. 

 
  The student will: 
 

1. Analyze their works of art as to personal direction and style. 
 
2. Use forms from nature to create a series of works and be able to describe 

the use of those natural elements to create a theme. 
 
3. Analyze the works of a well-known ceramic artist as to the effect of the 

media and techniques selected and the effect of that selection on the 
artist’s style. 

 
B. Creative Expression - Students apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety 

of media to communicate meaning and intent in original works of art. 
 

The student will: 
 

1. Plan and create works of art that reflect complex ideas such as fantasy, 
distortion, irony, and humor. 



 
2. Assemble and display works of art as part of a public exhibition. 
 
3. Demonstrate an advanced level of working with ceramic media and 

techniques while solving specific design problems. 
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C. Historical and Cultural Context - Students analyze the role and development of 
the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting human 
diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists. 
 
The student will: 
 
1. Identify modern and contemporary ceramic artists who have achieved 

regional, national, or international recognition and discuss ways in which 
their work reflects plays a role in, and influences present-day culture. 

 
2. Research past and present cultures that use ceramics and discuss the role 

it plays in that culture. 
 
3. Compare similarities and contrast differences in the purposes of art 

created in selected cultures. 
 

D. Aesthetic Valuing - Students analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of 
art, including their own, according to the elements of art, the principles of design 
and aesthetic qualities. 

 
The student will: 
 
1. Describe their use of the art elements and principle of design to express 

mood(s) in their works of art. 
 
2. Identify the intentions of artists creating contemporary works of art and 

explore the implications of those intentions. 
 
3. Develop written criteria for the selection of a body of work (portfolio) 

that represents significant achievements. 
 

E. Connections, Relationships, Applications - Students apply what they learned in 
visual arts across subject areas.  They develop competencies and creative skills in 
problem solving, communication, and management of time and resources that 
contribute to lifelong learning and career skills.  They also learn about careers in 
and related to the visual arts. 

 
The student will: 

 
1. Speculate on how advances in technology might change the definition 

and function of ceramics.  
 



2. Analyze the format of ceramic journals and explain how the graphic 
designers arrange and organize the text, technical information, and the 
photographs to best show the work of the artist. 

 
3. Prepare a portfolio of their original works of art for a variety of purposes 

(college or art school admission, internship, job application). 
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II.  Sample Assessments 
 

A. Student and teacher assessment using a rubric. 
 
B. Teacher-made quizzes, tests, homework, written and drawn assignments. 
 
C. Classroom participation. 
 
D. Exhibits of student work (both temporary and permanent). 
 

III. Topics of Study/Suggested Time Distribution 
 

A. Development of Ceramic Techniques 30% 
 

1. Use new media/techniques such as the use of colored clays, opaque and 
transparent under glazes, media of a different temperature, and 
combined construction methods. 

 
2. Choose appropriate methods of construction and surface decoration to 

best depict a particular theme. 
 

B. Creative and Perceptual Experience 30% 
 

1. Create a quarter-long course of study for themselves focused on a 
particular theme, media, or technique. 

 
2. Using the work of a modern/contemporary artist or museum exhibit, use 

the same theme to create their own series of work. 
 

C. Cultural, Historical, Interdisciplinary 25% 
 

1. Visit a college (or speak with a representative) about possibilities of 
entering a fine arts program, investigating the curriculum, costs, 
expectations. 

 
2. Demonstrate the ability to compare/contrast different periods of ceramic 

art history as to purpose and function. 
 
3. Investigate the role of ceramics in archaeology. 

 
D. Assessment 15% 

 



1. Provide a written or oral evaluation of each piece of their own work in 
the areas of problem solving, design, and craftsmanship. 

 
2. Defend the role of the studio artist in today’s industry and technology. 
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IV. Instructional Strategies/Methods 
 

A. Directed teaching: demonstration, discussions, guided practice 
 

B. Individual work 
 

C. Cooperative/Group work 
 

D. Use of videos, Internet, library, journals  
 
V. Texts and Supplemental Instructional Materials 
 

A. Adopted textbook: Claywork, by Leon Nigrosh 
 

1. Supplemental textbook:  Exploring Clay, by Maureen Mackey 
 
2. Supplemental journals: 

 
a. “Ceramics Monthly” 
 
b. “Clay Times” 
 
c. “Pottery Making” 
 
d. “Ceramic Review” 

 
B. Instructional aids:  
 

1. Texts 
 
2. Videos 
 
3. Kits 
 
4. Posters 

 
C. Supplies and equipment 

 
1. Potters wheels 
 
2. Kilns  
 
3. Slab roller 



 
4. Extruder 
 
5. Banding wheels 
 
6. Computers 
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7. Hand tools 
 
8. Grinding wheels 
 
9. Pug mill 
 
10. Storage facilities 


